






Ships ofCTG 31.2

USS Dunlap (USS-384)
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Edited by DestrOYer Historv Foundation from NARA photo 19-N-30007 Source: Naval Historical Center

uss eRA VEN (DD-382)

Edited by Destrover Historv Foundation from NARA photo 80-G-16829.



USS MAURY (DD-401)
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Courtesy R.S. Crenshaw. Jr. collection.
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USS STERETT (DD-407)
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USS STACK (DD-406)

Edited by Destrover Historv Foundationfrom NARA photo 19-N-42249. Source: Naval Historical Center
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The Battle of Vela Gulf Attack Summary
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USS Vella Gulf (CVE-Ill)

USS Vella Gulf (CG-72)
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The Shield:

"VELLA GULF's coat of arms links the officers and men of Divisions ABLE ONE
and ABLE TWO who fought valiantly at the Battle of Vella Gulf, with the crew
that sails in VELLA GULF today. The commissioning pennant recalls the
previous ship of the same name, USS VELLA GULF (CVE 111). Dark blue and
gold are colors traditionally associated with the Navy. The Battle of Vella Gulf
occurred in an area known as "The Slot" in the Solomon Islands, represented
by the f1aunches in the middle of the shield. The wavy division at top refers
to the sea. The six U.S. Navy destroyers involved in the battle are recalled by
the six sections comprising the shield, while the four Japanese destroyers,
the "Tokyo Express," who were defeated at Vella Gulf, are suggested by the
red discs. Dark blue alludes to the darkness of the nighttime battle. Counter­
changing the colors of the shield underscores unity of u.S. Navy
components; the bald eagle characterizes the u.S. victory and naval
strength, past and present. The cr(jssed swords embody the synergism of
officer-enlisted teams The trident symbolizes sea prowess and the modern
weapons of the AEGIS combat system. The lightning flashes represent quick
strike capabilities and allude to the advantage of radar, which was
instrumental to victory in the Battle of Vella Gulf. Red symbolizes courage
and firepower. The star commemorates the Battle Star awarded to the USS
VELLA GULF (CVE-lll) for her service in World War 11."19

19 http://www.vella-gulf.navy.mil/site%20pagesiabout.aspx
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from the right in the black blazer with grey pants

Signalman fIrst class Frederick J. Sherman United States Navy
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Wotld War II HnftOfee

Frederick J. Sherman

BRANCH OF SERVICE

U.S. Navy

HOMETOWN

Astoria Queens, NY

HONORED BY

Leonor Sherman, Wife

ACTIVITY DURING WWII
SERVED IN THE ATLANTIC AND THE PACIFIC ON BOARD THE USS STERETT
DD-407 FROM JANUARY 19, 1942 TO DECEMBER 1945.
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